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UPPER - INTERMEDIATE 
AFFIXES 

      

PREFIX FORM (if there is a 
change) 

 MEANING                                                              
(if relevant) 

EXAMPLE 

re   again recycle 
mis   bad, wrong misunderstand 
pre   before preschool 
inter   between international 
super   beyond, over supernatural 
extra   beyond, over extraordinary 
semi   half semifinals 
self   of or by oneself self-centered 
il   opposite illegal 
un   opposite unfamiliar 
ir   opposite irregular 
dis   opposite dissatisfied 
im   opposite impolite 
in   opposite inexperienced 
bi   two biweekly 
en   make ensure 
in   very, extremely invaluable 
over   very, extremely overcrowded 
under   less underestimate 
out   longer outlive 
SUFFIX FORM (if there is a 

change) 
 MEANING                                   
(if relevant) 

EXAMPLE 

able forms an adjective   affordable 
ious forms an adjective   suspicious 
ive forms an adjective   competitive 
al forms an adjective   professional 
ful forms an adjective   thoughtful 
less forms an adjective   painless 
tific forms an adjective   scientific 
ic forms an adjective   realistic 
y forms an adjective, 

noun 
  healthy, delivery 

ation forms a noun   information 
tition forms a noun   repetition 
tion forms a noun   definition 
ence / ance forms a noun   attendance, preference 
our forms a noun   behaviour 
t forms a noun   complaint 
ment forms a noun   agreement 
ity , ty forms a noun   popularity, certainty 
ion ,ian forms a noun   distraction, historian 
ness forms a noun   politeness 
ment forms a noun   advertisement 
er - or forms a noun person swimmer, operator 
ist forms a noun person pianist, specialist 
ess forms a noun person hostess 
ial forms a noun   denial 
ant forms a noun   pollutant 
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ly forms an adverb / 
adjective 

  efficiently , friendly 

ise forms a verb   memorise 
en forms a verb   threaten 
ing forms the present 

participle of verbs 
  I am walking 

  forms nouns ( as a 
gerund ) 

  stereotyping of men and women 

  adjectives from present 
participles 

  exciting match 

ed forms the past participle 
of regular verbs 

  He presented it 

  adjectives from past 
participles  

  endangered species 

irregulars     think (v), thought(n) 
      affect (v), effect (n) 
      accuracy (n), accurate (adj) 

 


